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n_aina was the abandoned puppy destined to 
become Earth’s first space traveler. This is 
her journey. 




Nick Abadzis masterfully blends fiction and fact in the 
intertwined stories of three compelling lives. Along 
with Laika, there is Korolev, once a political prisoner, 
now a driven engineer at the top of the Soviet space 
program, and Yelena, the lab technician responsible 
for Laika’s health and life. This 
intense triangle is rendered with 
the pitch-perfect emotionality 
of classics like Because 
of Winn Dixie, Shiloh, 
and Old Yeller. 

Abadzis gives life to 
a pivotal moment 
in modern history, 
casting light on the 
hidden moments 
of deep humanity 
behind the cold 
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"Work with animals 
is a source of suffering to all of us. 

We treat them like babies who cannot speak. 

The more time passes, 
the more I'm sorry about it. 

We did not learn enough from the mission 
to justify the death of the dog.” 



Oleg Georgivibch Gazenko, 1998 
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The Soviet Union stunned the world with the launch of Sputnik 1, 
the worlds first artificial satellite, on October 4, 1957. Coming at 
the height of the Cold War, this bold statement of the country’s tech- 
nological prowess was a momentous move in the global chess game 
against the US - which would culminate exacdy five years later with 
the Cuban missile crisis, that brought the world closer to nuclear war 
than ever before or since. 

It is very hard today to imagine the atmosphere of these times. How 
could Nikita Khrushchev, the Soviet premier, decide that this dazzling 
success had to be followed up with yet another, in time for the 40th 
anniversary of the October Revolution (November 7, by the Western 
calendar)? That one-month timing was far too short, even for the bril- 
liant minds running the USSR’s space program, and it sealed Laika’s 
fate by making her mission a one-way trip. 

As the quote from Oleg Gazenko at the end of the book shows, the 
scientific value of Sputnik 2 was minimal; it contributed little to the 
first manned space flight by Yuri Gagarin in April 1961. Even the 
propaganda hit was marred by an outcry over Laika having been sent 
to die in space. The official story at the time was that she had survived 
four days in orbit, when in fact stress and overheating in the capsule 
had killed her in less than five hours. 

Nick Abadzis researched with impressive thoroughness — from the stacks 
of the British Library to Korolev’s house in Moscow — all the facts that 
have come to light since the collapse of the Soviet Union. He then wove 
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all available historical elements into an unforgettable narrative that 
achieves the power of myth. Cutting through the official deceit spread 
at the time, the story brings out the truly heroic dedication that these 
exceptional scientists showed, even as they lived in a climate of suspi- 
cion and fear. And Nick’s imagination seamlessly filled out the personal 
stories, both canine and human, that bring Laika alive as a meditation 
on the meaning of destiny and the fragile beauty of trust. 



-Alexis Siegel 2007 
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although I may have erred on the side of drama about the time of moonrises. So thanks to 
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net.old/MoonCalendar.html 
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high mm creates words and pictures 
for a' living and loves both equally. He has 
authored many .books, won some awards, and 
also works as an editorial consultant for several 
British publishers. He lives in London with his 
wife and daughter. 
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